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and the friendship into the strange attachment
which so profoundly affected the life of his body
and spirit. Here, however, we are in the region
of speculation. No letter or document throws
any light upon this period of change. Nor does
Karenine, in his biography of George Sand,
suggest cause or motive except to remark that
Chopin's affair with Marja Wodzinska had been
a poor, one-sided thing and that his encounter
with a free and generous and ardent soul such as
George Sand's could not but fill his being with the
light and fire of a great passion. Here wras one,
Karenine thinks, who could help Chopin to ex-
perience real love, whose heart was as big as his
own. Big and generous her heart may have been,
but its first awakening seems to have been less
spontaneous than deliberately contrived, The
first available evidence occurs in a letter written
by George Sand to Mme Marliani on May 28,
1838. It is obviously a single, detached link be-
longing to a chain of correspondence which, if it
could be reconstructed, would help us to under-
stand the preceding metamorphosis and prepara-
tion. Mme Marliani has been sending to George
Sand letters which were either inquisitive or
sympathetic or both, and of which Chopin was the
main subject. Her friend is not yet ready to give
her a definite answer about her own feelings.
The weather is variable during the season of love,
she explains. What may be in the morning an
unlovely thought often has the semblance of
supreme happiness before the sun is down. So
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